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sent letters to England describing the ship in which he
proposed to embark; but Roche denied any knowledge of
the gentleman, and even disclaimed his own name.

Notwithstanding his confident assertions it was rightly
presumed who he was, and a letter which he sent to his
wife being stopped, he was taken into custody. Being
carried before the Secretary of State for examination, he
averred that he was not Philip Roche, and said that he
knew no person of that name. Hereupon the intercepted
letter was shown him, on which he instantly confessed his
crimes, and was immediately committed to take his trial at
the next Admiralty Sessions.

It was intimated to Roche that he might expect a pardon
if he would impeach any three persons who were more
culpable than himself, so that they might be prosecuted to
conviction; but not being able to do this he was brought
to his trial, and found guilty. Judgment of death was
awarded against him.

After conviction he professed to be of the Roman
Catholic faith, but was certainly no bigot to that religion,
since he attended the devotions according to the Protestant
form. He was hanged at Execution Dock, on the 5th of
August, 1723.

RICHARD PARVIN, EDWARD ELLIOT, ROBERT
KINGSHELL, HENRY MARSHALL, EDWARD
PINK, JOHN PINK AND JAMES ANSELL
The " Waltham Blacks," who were executed at Tyburn,
4.th of December, 172 3, for Murder and "Deer-Stealing
HPHESE men belonged to a gang of daring plunderers,
A. who carried on their depredations with such effrontery
that it was found necessary to enact the law hereafter recited,
in order to bring them to condign punishment; and it was
not long after it was in force before it took due effect upon
them.
Having blackened their faces, they went in the daytime
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